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To the READER. 



'T 1 H E perfon, whofe daily converfation is here defcribed, 
^ was not long fincc a poor Ample country maid, and 
fervant to a great family in Fr a n c e . r I he whole courfe 
of her life was very inftructive, and a mod fhining pattern 
of a true fpiritual converfation. The particulars here re- 
lated arc taken out of the 1 8th chapter of the fecond part 
of her Like, giving great encouragement to a daily and 
uninterrupted converfation with God. and to walk before 
kirn as the omniprefent Lord and Father. 

If we knew nothing elfe of Chriftianity, nor any other 
exercife but this, to fpend one day after another in this 
manner, it would be fufficient. 'Tis very remarkable, that 
this perfon, who ferved God with unwearied prayer and 
watchfulnefs, was fo ignorant, that Ihe could neither read 
nor write* And wkhal a fervant, conftantry employed in 
buiinefs and hard labour. By this we fee that the true 
fervice of God is fpiritual, univerfal, plain and eafy, fo 
that no perfon can be excufed from it by any pretence 
whatfdever. 

Some, who difcovered her fpiritual difpofition, would 
seeds have her go into a nunnery, where (he might be 
more at lei fore to ferve God ; which me did accordingly. 
But perceiving her former zeal and love to God begin to 
abate, (he went to fervice again ; wherenpon (he enjoyed 
the fame favour of God, as (he had done before. 

By this circumftancc the Lord taught her and her friends 
effectually, that piety and religion was not confined to nun- 
neries ; and that the outward cloifterirrg up of the body, 
without withdrawing the heart from the world, would ne- 
ver mortify, tho' perhaps it might colour and hide the in- 
ward corruptions of the foul. And whereas in that party 
fhe belonged to, religion is reduced to the too narrow com- 
pafs of cloifters and nunneries, this may really convince 
them, that the life of grace is of a far larger extent, than 
to be ihut up within the narrow pales of certain places ; 
and that neither time nor place can reftrain within itfelf 
the free and boundlefs operations of the fpirit of God, 
which are above time and place. An heart humbly refigned 
tothc ml) 0f God. and walking in his fear, is the tern- 
■ 'vhercin the Loxd manifefta bia fccrexs. 



Tis not fo much the changing of places, or names, or 
modes and forms, or of any thing without us, as the change- 
ing of our will and heart, that will render our fcrvice at 
all acceptable to God. Hence the fcripturc declaring, what 
fort of change is to be wrought in a ioul, requires a trans- 
lation from darknefs to light ; (Atts xxvi. 18.) from death 
to life, (Eph. ii. 5.) and from being loft to be found again, 
(Luke xv. 32.) 

And hence it was, that the pcrfon thefe papers treat of, 
loll in a manner the fweet enjoyments of a fpiritual life, 
whilit fhe fought more of them in cloiftcrs and nunneries; 
but recovered them by going back into her former date of 
life ; which, though it was mean and toilfome in the eye 
of rcafon, (too apt to judge of things by the art and con- 
trivance of men) yet was it that wherein fhe enjoyed richer 
incomes of God's favour, than perhaps others in the moil 
retir'd folitude. And this falfc rule of confining religion 
to certain places, is too commonly obferved in that church, 
this perfon happened to be a member of. 

What is here related of this good Armelle, is a paf- 
fage of her daily intcrcourfe with God by faith and love, 
Flow fhe fpent her time from morning to night, in her dref- 
fing and outward devotion, in the midft of her bufinefs, 
in eating and drinking, in daily fufFerings and temptations, 
in the evening, and when (lie went to bed. In fhort : it 
ihews the manner of her child-like, hearty and confident 
converting with God as her only love, her father, and in- 
timate friend ; and this at all times, in all places, and upon 
all accafions, without ufmg any other art and myftery, but 
that of faith and love. 

The defign of this fliort efTay, is to excite fome able pen 
or other, to undertake the translation of the whole account 
of this fpiritual maid into Englifh ; it .appearing already in 
fcveral languages, for promoting the more fubftantial 
points of inward and unfophifticated piety and religion. 
This is taken from the French edition, printed with a 
large preface at Cologn, in the year 1704, under this 
title : The School of the pure Love of God, opened both to 
the learned and unlearned, in the marvellous Life of Ar- 
MHM.E Nicolas, tic. 

The Lord give his grace to iftux Vcort&i fcs&vrc> % **.% 
always to walk before Mm after facV * ^ ^ss»s* * 
this pious foul did, whereof ftieVtetfett ^n*^***** 
ing account to the author ox YierYifo. 
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^Christian's daily Converfation 
with GOD. 

AS foon as I wake in the morning, faith Jhe 9 
I throw myfelf into the arms of my heaven- 
ly Love, as a child into the arms of his fa- 
ther. I rife with a defign to ferve and pleafe him. 
And if I have time to pray, I fall upon my knees in 
his holy prefence, and fpeak to him t as if I really faw 
him with my bodily eyes. I give myfelf up wholly to 
him, and defire him to fulfil all his holy will in me, 
and that he would not fuffer me that day to do the 
Icaft thing which might be ofFenfive to him. Then 
i recommend, to him all the prayers which {hall be 
made that day. In fliort: I love and praife him as 
much and as long as my affairs permit ; tho' very 
often I have hardly fo much time as to fay the Lord's 
prayer. But I do not trouble myfelf about that; for 
I have God always in my heart, as well when I am 
about my bufincfs, which I do in obedience to his 
will, as when 1 retire on purpofe to pray to him. 
This he himfelf has taught me, that whatever Tdo 
out of love to him, is a real prayer. 

I drefs myfelf in his prefence, and he fliews me 
that his love fupplies me with raiment. And when I 
go about my buiinefs, even then doth he not forfake 
me, nor I him, but he oonverfes with me, and I with 
him \ yea, I am then as much united to him, as when 
I am at my prayers, fet apart on purpofe for my fpi- 
ricual recollection. O ! how fweet and eafy \s all la- 
bour and toil in fuclf good company ! Sometimes I 
perceive fuch ftrength and fupport in my mind, that 
nothing is to hard for me, and I think myfelf alone 
manage the affairs of the whole family. No- 

thing 
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thing but the body is at work, the heart and myfelf 
burn with love in the Tweet familiarity I entertain 
witn God. 

1 cat and drink in his prefence, as I do every thing 
elfe, and it is as if 1 dipp'd every bit into the precious 
blood of my Saviour, and as if he himfelf gave me food, 
on purpofe to inflame my love, and to engage it the 
more to himfelf. I leave you to judge what effeft 
this muft have upon my foul. Indeed it is impoflible 
for any body to exprefs it but God himfelf. As for 
me, my whole life would never be fufficient to give 
an account of it. 

When I am about my bufinefs in the day-time t 
running up and down, till the body begins to be 
weary, or to repine, or to defire unfeafonable reft* 
being opprcflcd with anger and uneafmefs ; my di- 
vine love enlightens me forthwith, and (hews me, 
how I ought to fupprefs thofe rebellious motions of 
corrupt nature, and not to nourifh them at all, either 
by word or deed. This love keeps the door of my 
lips, and watches over my heart, that it may not ia 
the leaft contribute to fuch irregular paffions, which 
thus are crufhed and fubdued as foon as they rife. 

But if, at any time, for want of care, I am fur- 
prifed with thefe or the like faults, I cannot be at 
reft, till I have obtained pardon, and God be recon- 
ciled to me. I lid^oftrate before his foot-ftool, con- 
futing all my faults to him, as if he did not know 
them already ; and there I continue, till he has for- 
given me, renewed his friendfhip with rife, and con- 
firmed it more than before. For fo it always hap- 
pens through his infinite mercy, whenever I have 
committed a fault, which ferves but to inflame my 
heart more and more with his divine love. If people 
pcrfecute me, and by foul and uncharitable cenfures 
raife fcandals upon me, or any other way afHift me; 
or if evil fpirits attack me with their crafty and cun- 
ning temptations, I then £iefa\\V] ^Vw* 

K 
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ly Love, who readily ftretches forth his facred arms 
to receive me, Ihewing me his heart and wounds open 
for my fecurity ; in which I hide myfelf as in a ftrong 
caftle and fortrefs. And then I am fo mightily 
ftrengthned, that if the whole army of hell itfelf, to- 
gether with all the creatures, fliould rife up againft 
me, I fear them no more than a fly, becaufe 1 am un- 
der the protection of the moft high God, his love 
being the hiding-place and fafe- guard of my foul. 

If God at any time hides his face, making as if he 
would go away from me, I tell him; « O ! 'tis no 
« matter, my Love, conceal thyfelf as much as thou 
€ pleafeft, neverthelefs PU fcrve thee; for I know 
€ thou art my God/ And then I ftand upon my 
guard more than ever, to be faithful to him, for fear 
of difpleafing my Love. And at the fame time per- 
ceiving the greatnefs of my mifery and poverty, 1 in- 
fift the more upon the merits of our Saviour, and re- 
folve to reft contented, tho' it fliould pleafe him to 
leave me all the days of my life in fuch a condition. 
. But he never lets me continue long under thefe cir- 
cumftances, and if I may venture fo to fpeak : he 
cannot forbear loving me, any more than I can live 
without him. 

At his return he recompenfes the little moment of 
Iris abfence with fo many careffes and endearment, 
that oftentimes I am not able to bear them, but forced 
to cry out: * I can receive no more! wherefore I de- 

* fire him to moderate my fenfation, or elfe to let 

* me die under the powerful fenfe of his gracious 

* prefence/ 

Many times, to bear this the better, I left all, re- 
tiring into a corner to eafe myfelf, by giving vent to 
the tears and praifes due to his Majefty, wherewith 
jny.heart was overcharged. And this I may do very 
well, fmcc it is not the mere fenfe of his kindnefs I 
long for, but rather himself alone, that I defue 
to enjoy. Although in the mean ums ora ow^vx. 
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thankfully to receive thefe extraordinary tokens of 
God's mercy and love, if it be his holy will fo 
to deal with us. 

If I am perfuaded on holidays, to be merry in 
company, I excufe my ft; If. For nothing can be com- 
p ired to the pleafures of my Love, which are fo muck 
the Tweeter and greater, for my withdrawing from all 
comp iiiy whatfoever. If they wonder, how 1 can Hay 
always at home alone, I think within myfelf : 4 O ! if 
* you knew the glorious company I have, you would 
4 not lay that 1 was alone ; for I am never left alone, 
c than when I have no body with me.' 

Afer this manner I fpend not only working days* 
but holy days too, being often as much employed in 
the latter as in the former. But that is no hindrance 
to me, to whom labour and reft, hard work and c*fjr t 
all things are indifferent, fince I do not look upon 
what 1 have to do, but upon him for whofe fake I 
do it. I am fo taken up with his love, that I have 
no time to mind myfelf, nor any thing elfe but him 
alone. 

But if I do any thing amifs, or out of feafon, the 
fame moment 1 feel a violent pain and forrow for what 
I have done, fpringing from my Love, which alfo 
makes me prefently hope for pardon ; fo that thinking 
of it no more, I go ftrait forward on my way, turning 
afide neither to the right hand, nor to the left. Nei- 
ther do 1 rememHer what is paft, or to come, but only, 
that 1 may love God to the utmoft of my power. 

The ni;»ht coming on, and every one going to reft, 
I find reft only in the arms of divine Love : I flcep 
leaning on his holy breaft, like a child in his mother's 
bofom. I fay, I go to flcep, but being ftill buiied about 
the love and pratfes of my God, till 1 fall quite afleep. 
Many times this Love roufes up all my fenfes, fo that 
I cannot fleep the greateft part of the t\u*t\t^ hut L 
fpend it in the embraces o£ 
which never forfak.es £u*Vi * ^ooi 
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as I am, but prcfcrvcs me, and takes fpecial care 
of me. 

If in the night the evil fpirits hover about, to tor- 
ment or to furprife me, (which often happens) this 
divine Love guards me, and fights for me. Yea, it 

fives me grace too, to refift them couragioufly, as if 
were awake. For they feldom continue long to af- 
fault me, unlefe it be in my flecp. 

And this is the life I have led for thefe twenty 

J rears paft, without perceiving the leaft change of that 
ove which was poured out into my heart, after my 
£ncere converfion unto him. Nay, 1 have obferved 
its daily increafe, tho' every day it feemed impoffible 
to endure any addition to what I already enjoyed. 
But truly, it is an infinite love, which fatisfies and 
Itourifhes me, fo that every day I have a new hunger, 
tho' methinks I can receive no more, than what I 
pofiefs already every moment. 

THE author of her life fays, concerning the man- 
ner of her expreffions, that they were always very 
modeft, without any noife or vehemence : her com- 
mon difcourfes were always holy and edifying; 
whereas others too commonly mis-fpend their time in 
ufelefs converfation and unprofitable talk, if (he 
was in company, where they talked of indifferent or 
evil things, (he had the faculty of giving them fuch 
a handfome turn, as to bring them quite off from 
that, to fome good and ufeful fubje&. 

For a long while {he could bear no other difcourfe 
but of God and his holy Love. / cannot imagine, 
faid fhe, bow a foul, created for heaven, can be con* 
anted about the drofs of this world. From that time, 
if {he happened to be in company, where the fubjed 
of the difcourfe was but indifferent, either (he did 
not mind it at all, entertaining herfelf in the mean 
while with God; or, as foon as {he thought it pro- 
pcr, /be dlvtrtcd and changed the dAfcoux&v 
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wig it but loft time, which was fpent in the trifles of 
this world. 

To every body, that had a mind to be acquainted 
with God Almighty, (he gave this advice : 4 To be 
4 filent, and to learn to keep their thoughts together 
4 in the center of the heart : for this (faid flie) is the 

* beginring of our union with God, and by thefc 
"mems the foul forgets earthly things, and raifes 
4 herlelf up to the contemplation of heavenly objedb. 

* We ought to lofe our familiarity with the creatures, 
4 if we deiire to enjoy the converfation of the Creator; 
4 a moment of which doth afford more delight and fa- 
4 tist'adtion, than all the fineft dilcourles in the world.' 

SHE declared once, that (he did by no means en- 
courage any defire of knowing what did not concern 
heifrlf. When a certain perfon afked her, whether 
(he id not know fuch a ftory, that the town rang of at 
that time ? (he anfwered, ' no; and gave God thanks, 

* cii.it ihe never knew any thing of the news of 
4 this woild, neither did (he defire to know it. But 
4 the knew a great deal of news concerning the love 
4 and mercies of Almighty God. For this, (he faid, 
4 was the only thing (he defired to know, and where- 
4 with her heart was entirely taken up.' 

The real experience (he had of the inward and fpi- 
ritual life of grace, and of the manifold operations it 
was attended with, doth abundantly appear from the 
larger account of her life and converiion. To give 
the reader a tafte thereof, may fuffice for the prefent : 

One time when her miftrefs was afraid that Jr- 
melle was like to run quite mad by an excefs of de- 
votion, (he forbad her all fpiritual exercifes,and would 
not let her go even to church, except on the Lord's- 
day only : Armelle % being fenfible of the falfe flep her 
miftrefs took, fmiled within herfelf> C^vw^ 4 TvaS*^ 
4 I am not mad, after 1 Ywnt tc^^^*^-» 
< whom I now love with ri\ Y*wv V ^^^T 
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* a time when I was feeking only God without me, 

* and then I was mad indeed/ This miftrefs of 
her's being of a four and morofe humour, {hewed a 
deal of ill-nature to Armelle, of which, however, (he 
never complained, but rather thanked God, that he 
was pleafed to make this a means of her fuller puri- 
fication. When her fpiritual dire&or himfelf, feeing 
what (he fuiFered in that houfe, ad vifed her one time, 
entirely to quit that place, {he replied according to her 
ufual earneftnefs : 4 Why would you have me flee 
' from the crofc which the Lord himfelf has entailed 
« upon me ? No, by no means: I {hall never do it, 

* except you abfolutely command it. If I fhould 

* undergo a thoufand times as much, I {hall never 

* forfake the place for all that, but rather flay till 
c they turn me away by force/ In which unexpected 
anfwer her fpiritual director entirely acquiefced, never 
prompting her again to quit a place where foe had 
daily opportunity to pradtife patience and felf-denial; 
virtues fo much contrary to the whole bent of cor- 
rupt nature, and yet fo neceflkry for rightly framing 
a Chriftian life and converfation. At another time 
file faid : ' If the foul be but well grounded in the fa- 
« vour of God, and lively affe&ed with the operations 
« of his grace, all the infults of the devil, and of the 
« creature, are borne with joy and comfort. But this 
« is mifeiy indeed, when the Lord himfelf withdraws 
« fri.m the foul, and lets herfliift for herfelf. Then 
' {he thinks, that every fttp is 2, ftep into fin and 
4 corruption, being utterly unable to prote& herfeif 

* againlt it/ 

In what company foever {he was, {he talked of 
nothing more, than of being faithful to God. Nothing 
dropped more from her mouth, than, Let us be faith- 

ful 9 let us he faithful to the Lord. This word {he thought 
fit for any time, and fuitablc to every company. Now 
and then {he would repeat it an hundied times over ; 

and being alked by her friends, whether Sto ™>- 
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thing clfc to fay ? She anfwercd : 4 Don't wonder at 

* mv faying.this over and over again. If 1 fliould Jive 
4 a thoufand years, I fliould ftill tell you the fame 
4 thing. For 'lis faithfulnefs, wherein the perfection 
« of a Chriftian life confifts. ' 

Of the conftraining power of the divine love (he 
has the following exprcfiion : 4 Whenever I hap- 
4 pened to adhere a little too much to my natural in- 
4 clinations, (apt to ileal in upon the mind under 
4 the fpeci us pretence of ncceffity) I was immediate* 
« ly reproved by the love of God. This divine love 
4 is like a careful tutor, who takes all the pains 
' imaginable, for advancing his pupil in the way of 
4 learning he is engaged in; and for this reafon keeps 

* his cyeconftantly fixed on him, both to correct his 

* failings, though never fo fmall, and to prevent his 
c being led away by any thing that might divert him 
4 from his chief employment. Thus, fays Jht\ dealt 
' the Lord with me. He kept me clofely confined to 
' an holy awe and warinefs; and when I happened 
4 by one overfight or other to withdraw, as it were, 
4 from his eye, he in that very moment purfued after 
4 me, and recalled me to my duty. But all this was 
c done with fo much love and tendernefs, that it mult 
4 be a heart of brafs, if not mollified by fuch cn- 
4 dearing marks of love and kindnt-fs.' 

Of the diforderly love to friends and relations, 
which now and then even well difpofed fouls are too 
much guilty of, {he gives the followingaccount : 4 One 

* timc,y*yj Jbe 9 my parents came to fee me ; when 
4 1 entertained them, I found myfclf tranfported with 

* fome vain joy and pleafure, and fomewhat coldifh 
4 in minding the impreflions of the love of God ; nay, 
4 it feemed as if the Lord himfclf did in a manner 

* withdraw from me, to let me have, as it were, the 
€ more liberty for the prcfent. But no fawm^v 

4 rents were gone, and I comt xo ^&». > w»- 
4 den and affli&ion I then S^vi^ ^ 
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* heavy enough, fince I did not find him whom I 

* loved more than my own foul. However, as foon as 
4 I came home, I felt again a noble return of the di- 
4 vine love, and it was, as if the Lord had waited for 
4 me on purpofc, to communicate himfelf unto me/ 

After this (he freely confeffed, that from that ve- 
ry time (he found hcrfelf entirely freed from all man- 
ner of irregular adherency to her parents, whom (he 
was too fond of heretofore, being now only taken 
up with the grand concern of promoting the more 
fpiritual part of her friends and fellow-creatures ; 
4 Thus, fays Jbe, the love of God made every thing, 

* nay even my very faults and imperfections, redound 
4 to my greater fpiritual good and welfare. * 

'Twas mentioned before, how earned (he was in 
exhorting every one to be faithful unto the Lord with 
what he had received. This faithfulnefs recommend- 
ed by her unto others, die was a moft (hining pat- 
tern of herfelf in her whole life and converfation. But 
it moft vHibly appeared in that unwearied readinefs 
and quicknefs (he difpatched any thing tending to 
promote the glory of God in her ftation. No fooner 
was (he convinced of the will of God, but was very 
earned and diligent, to anfwer it prefently. She often 
wondered at fome peoples dilatory doings in the fer- 
vice of God, and faid, it was a cunning fetch and ftra - 
tagem of the devil, to make people put off from one 
day to another fuch defiens as might ferve to advance 
the glory of God, and the good of our fellow-crea- 
tures. 4 For, faid (he, it often happens, that that grace 
4 which at one hour offers itfelf to a man, in order to 
4 fupport him under fome difficult enterprifes, is not fo 
4 eajily tntt with at another time. And befides this, 

* how uncertain is our life ! nay, if we were fure to 

* live longer, yet ought we not to linger upon that 
4 account at all, nor to defer from one day to another 
4 what might be done this day. A man that is full 
' of delays hi the /ervice of God, muft. wteA* 
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* but little love at the bottom. JfHnrever love is 

* raifed to any conftderable degree, there the f$ul can't 

* reji, whilft there remains any thing to be done re- 

* quired by the beloved. And this dilatory temper, 
€ Jhe /aid, was a great impediment in the way to per- 

* fedion. Many fouls were convinced of the will of • 

* God, but being too backward conftantly to ftruggle 
' againft the corrupt propenfions of their dull and lazy 

* temper, they made but a flow progrefs in the work of 

* religion. They fay, to morrow, to morrow it (hall 
c be done in good earneft ; but that to-morrow never 
' comes. The confequence whereof is, that the longer 

* they flatter themfelves in their difordcrly and wonted 
' cuftoms, the lefs able they are to refift them at laffc 
' at all : the Lord leaves them now to their own will, 
' lince they did not improve faithfully what once they 

* had received.' 

THE virtue of humility was as remarkable in this 
holy maid as any of the reft ; and it was grounded 
on a true and fohd foundation too. She confefles her- 
felf, that the infinite love of God kept her undefiled 
as to the vanity of pride ; infomuch that (he did not 
know what pride and haughtinefs was. ' I was aftoni- 

* tiled, fays Jhe, whem my father confeffor told me to 
' watch againft pride ; for I thought whilft I was 
' well in my wits, 1 could not poflibly be proud. I 
' was fo fullv convinced that any thing really good 

* was from God, that if all angels and men had of- 
€ fered to perfuade me to the contrary, I {hould never 
€ have believed them. And this fenfe fortified me 
4 againft all manner of pride and prefumption, my 
' own confeience never charging me with the leaft 
c guilt of that vice, and I could not imagine how it 
' was poflible, that men {hould attempt fo heinous a 

* thing as this/ And this was the reafon, that (he 
never would quit that manner of life <S\<& 

to, though mean and conttPR^B^vk^t^^^*' 
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' Even her fpiritual friends would now and then moft 
importunately intreat her, to refign up to any body 
cife her place, (which was that of a fervant) and this 
under a fair pretence too, viz. That (he might have 
the more leifure to give herfelf up to a contemplative 
lile, and thus to enjoy the favours and gracious in- 
fufions of the Lord more abundantly. And indeed 
there wanted no opportunity of attaining fuch a quiet 
retirement, as fome had cut out for her. But (he could 
never be prevailed with to comply. She had too high 
an efteem for her low condition. She fatd, 4 (he fliould 
« never do fuch a thing, except (he was vifibly con- 

* vinced of the will of God. For though her ftation 
« was but mean, yet was (he more pleafed with it, 

* than with all the prayers and contemplations fhe 
' perhaps might enjoy in the moft concealed folitude 

* of the world. She faid, her outward employment 

* and all the drudgery (he was put to, did not at all 
€ cool or weaken the (enfe of the love, and of the 

* gracious prefence of the Lord, (he ufually enjoyed, 
€ Nay, the more fervent (he was to fpend herfelf en- 

* tirely in works of charity, cheerfully complying 
€ with every thing incident to her life, the more plen- 
ty tiful incomes (he had of the love and favour of God, 
4 Hence, it would be the effe&s of a falfe heart, if 
4 one fliould make bold to quit his outward employ- 
4 ment, in order to gain more reft and quiet in an- 
€ other place. God, fays (he, knows ways to find fouls 
€ wherever they he 9 if they do not wilfully Jhut their hearts 
c againfthimJ' 

Becaufe her love to God was fo great and fervent, 
the love (he bore to her fellow-creatures, was alfo 
wonderfully influenced and inflamed thereby. When 
fhe confidered the woful ftatc of the wicked, and the 
dreadful judgment that is like to befal them at raft, 
(he then felt a more tender and commiferating love, 
and her very bowels began to yearn for compaffion. 
When /he looked upon the happy ftaxs fofc n»*s «- 
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rived to, and the fevere doom attending fuch profit* 
gate wretches, (he ufed to fay, ' She feemed unto 
4 herfek like one that had been in a great ftorm at 
4 fea, and by ftrefs of weather like to be call away 

* every minute ; but getting off at laft fafe and found, 
4 remembered now afliore the dangers his brethren 
4 and near relations were ftill expofed to, being toffed 
' up and down in the huge ocean, and left to the 

• mercy of the roaring billows. Alas ! fatijbc, thus 
4 it is with me, when I lay to heart the danger fmners 
4 run themfelves into. For the more endeaiing marks 
4 ot divine grace the Lord has been pleafcd to beftow 
4 upon me, the more fervent is my defire, that alfo 
4 others might partake of the fame with me/ 

AND now, ye learned men, and refined wits of 
the age, come hither and admire the ignorance and 
fi.npUcity of this poor country-maid ! Confider how 
far (he exceeds your high flown fuperficial wifdom, 
and the dark flafhes of human wit and learning? And 
was it poflibie for her, to attain to this heavenly wif- 
dom and divine knowledge ', to fuch a noblenefs and ele- 
vation of mind, without the fcraps and affiftance of 
artificial learning and philofophy ? then truly, there 
muft be another fchool wherein thofe that flow unt* 
the Lord, (Pf. xxxiv. 5.) are lighted. Indeed, to know 
the love of Chriji, paffeth all knowledge, Eph. iii. 19. 
Concerning which our Saviour was pleafcd thus to 
exprefs his grateful fentiments with hearty joy, arjd 
heavenly triumnh : / thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, hecaufe thou hajl hid thefe things from 
the wife and prudent, andhajl revealed them unto babes. 
Even fo, Fat her , for fo it feemed good in thy fight, Matth. 
xi. 25, 26 For it is written, (fays St. Paul) I will 
deflroy the wifdom of the wife^ and will bring to nothing 
the under/landing of the prudent ? IVhext u tkt 
where is the fcribe ? where is the diftuUY of tV\* wtfto 
Sat G*d hath chofen the foQliJh thirds of tbu vwttv 



confound the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak thing* 
ef the world, to confound the things which are mighty. 
And hafe things of the world* and things which are de- 
fpifed hath God chofen, yea* and things which are not* to 
bring to nought things that are. That no flejh Jhould glory 
in his prefence* I Cor. i. 19, 20, 27, 28, 29. Ifai. 
xxix. 14. Chap, xxxiii. 18. 

Laurentius dela Refurreclion* in his fpiritual letters, 
lays : * I defire you to remember what I have often 
4 recommended to you, viz. That you do not forget 
c God, day or night, in all your employments and 
€ exercifes, nor in your bodily refrefhments. He is al- 

* ways prefent with you, do not let him ftay alone. 
c It would be very uncivil to leave a friend alone by 

* himfelf that came to fee you. Why will you do Co 

* with God ? Pray do not forget him ; think often 

* upon him, psay to him without ceafing; live and 
c die with him. This is the beft work a Chriftian can 

* be employed about. In fhort, it is our profeilion, 
c our trade and calling. 

* If we do not know it, we muft learn it : we muft 
« deny all that doth not tend to the glory of God, 

* and ufe ourfelves to a continual, familiar and hum- 

* ble converfation and intercourfe with him. And 
' withal, to prevent our Jouls fwerving from it upon 

* any occafion whatfoever, our heart muft be the fpi- 
€ ritual temple, wherein we continually offer up our 

* prayers. We muft watch ourfelves narrowly, that 
€ we may neither do, nor fpeak, nor think, what- 

* ever may be difpleafing to him/ Col. iv. 2. Chap. 
Mi. 17. 
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